Bankrate: Mortgage Rates Start 2016 on the Downswing
NEW YORK – Jan. 7, 2016 – Mortgage rates kicked off the new year by moving lower,
with the benchmark 30-year fixed mortgage now 4.11 percent, according to
Bankrate.com's weekly national survey. The 30-year fixed mortgage has an average of
0.25 discount and origination points.
The larger jumbo 30-year fixed inched down to 4.08 percent, remaining below the smaller
conforming 30-year fixed mortgage, while the average 15-year fixed mortgage nosed
down to 3.38 percent. Adjustable mortgage rates also retreated, with the 5-year, 7-year,
and 10-year ARMs pulling back to 3.46 percent, 3.73 percent, and 3.89 percent,
respectively.
Global stock markets got off to a rocky start for 2016 following disappointing news on
the Chinese economy. As stock prices around the globe fell, Treasury notes benefited with
yields falling. Mortgage rates are closely related to yields on long-term government bonds.
At the current average 30-year fixed mortgage rate of 4.11 percent, the monthly payment
for a $200,000 loan is $967.56.
SURVEY RESULTS
30-year fixed: 4.11% -- down from 4.15% last week (avg. points: 0.25)
15-year fixed: 3.38% -- down from 3.39% last week (avg. points: 0.16)
5/1 ARM: 3.46% -- down from 3.49% last week (avg. points: 0.21)
Bankrate's national weekly mortgage survey is conducted each Wednesday from data
provided by the top 10 banks and thrifts in 10 top markets.
For a full analysis of this week's move in mortgage rates, go to
http://www.bankrate.com/finance/mortgages/mortgage-analysis-010716.aspx
The survey is complemented by Bankrate's weekly Rate Trend Index, in which a panel of
mortgage experts predicts which way the rates are headed over the next seven days. Half
of this week's respondents don't expect mortgage rates to change much in the next seven
days. The other half are evenly split, with one-quarter forecasting an increase and onequarter predicting further declines.
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